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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Highworth  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 


Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  present 
the  curtailed  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1942. 

The  outstanding  item  in  the  list  of 
Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  that  only  three 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported,  and  these  had  not  been 
immunized  against  the  disease. 

When  this  is  compared  with  the 
figures  for  any  previous  year  it  is  a remarkable  vindication 
of  the  policy  of  conferring  immunity,  which  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  under  the  County 
Education  Authority. 

The  chief  difficulty  at  present  is 
the  treatment  and  eradication  of  Scabies.  At  present 
treatment  has  been  arranged  for  at  the  Swindon  Borough 
Clinic,  which  is  heavily  taxed  by  the  work.  The  nearest 
other  centre  is  at  Marlborough,  to  which  it  is  impossible 
to  send  whole  families  with  proper  supervision. 

_ _ Again  I wish  to  thank  the  Council 

for  their  consideration,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
his  loyal  and  energetic  co-operation. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  P.  BEATTY. 
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HIGHWORTH 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


NERAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

FOR  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

year,  1942. 


Section  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 
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Rateable  Value 
Su"n  represented  by  a penny  rate 


£86,717 
£337.  6.  2 


There  have  bom  no  alterations  in  the  Social 
Conditions  during  1942. 

Section  B - The  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
i-as  not  been  altered,  with  the  one  exception,  vlz:- 

!X'e  :°“n!y  Authorities  have  founded  a Laboratory  at 
the  Swindon  and  District  Isolation  Hospital. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1942. 

_ « . . Deta;4s  are  given  in  the  Table  at  the  end,  showing 

a6e,  incidence  and  distribution  in  the  several  Parishes  as 
well  as  the  number  of  admissions  to  Hospital.  ’ as 

treatment  is  given  at  the  Swindon  Victor!; 
^ nnd  ^ c“reat;  Western  Medical  Fund  Society's  Hospital 
in  Swindon,  and  at  St. Margaret's  Hospital,  Stratton  St.Sa^ 

t A monthly  clinic  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  is  held 

fro2‘14fLr'S0SS3KoBpi?S:^ * ™y  Thmm‘  by  “ Speolnllat' 


as  follows: 


Deaths  from  Cancer  were  distributed  in  age  groups 


yea* -a 


25  to  35 
35  to  45 
45  to  55 
55  to  65 
65  and  upwards  . . 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS.  No  action  has  been  necessary  under 
Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  y 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  192S,  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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House  inspections 

House  re-inspections  

Infectious  disease  visits  

Houses  disinfected  

Houses  fumigated > * 

Pig-killing  on  producers  premises  

Bakehous  es  * 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  * 

Wells  

Meat  inspections  at  Bacon  Factory 

Miscellaneous . . 

Visits  re  applications  for  tenancies  

of  Council  Houses  

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  visits  


Total  ...  1273 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1977 . 

Inspections 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  

Factories  without  mechanical  power  

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 

of  building  construction) 

Defects  found:-  W an t 0 f c 1 0 an 1 in ess  

I n s u f f i c i e n t s ani t a ry 

conveniences  

The  above  defects  were  remedied. 

DAI HI SS , COWS HDDS . AMD  MILESK0P3 


Milk  Producers  

Milk  Retail  Purveyors  ........ 

Inspections  

Dairi es  requiring  limewashing* 
Cowsheds  requiring  limewashing 

Dirty  entrances  to  sheds 

Accumulations  of  manure 

Dirty  utensils  

Defective  floors  

Defective  drains  
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 


Fifty-four  premises  were  treated  for  rat  disinfestation. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS . 1919 . 


The  following  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  during 


j 

i 

Cows 

— — l ■ 

Other  Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total  killed 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2553 

Nil 

Total  inspected 

DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2353 

Nil 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 

[ 

185 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Nil 

Nil 

| 

Nil 

Nil 

Whole  carcases 

1 condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned, 

1 - 1 -in  -- « 

Nil 
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HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  6 

under  (b)  ) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts:- 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons 


Nil 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR: 


(1) 


(2) 


(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Heal,  th  or 
Housing  Acts ) 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above  ) which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing"  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  houses  found  in  such  a state  as  to 
be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  


(4)  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  reasonable  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation 


220 

289 


50 

84 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES:- 

N umber  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers -jj 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 3 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a)  By  owners  # 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defauit  ’ of  ’ owners!  .*  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
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(2)  Number  of  ileuses  .In  wli'. eh  ilefsefcs  were 

remedied,  after  service  u.'  formal  notioesj- 

(a)  By  owner-a  . o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition Nll 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  . ° 

(2)  Number. of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined f the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  1 6 N11 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING 

■,  conditions  have  necessitated  workers  being 

TMfhd  1Rt°  Dlstrlct  Gnd  billeted  on  householders, 
inis  has  caused  some  overcrowding.  The  Ministry  of 

hnnqi'nff^i  Product i on  have  built  hostels  and  bungalows  for 
housing  war  workers,  but  overcrowding  still  remains. 
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